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Examination of specimens collected during 1920 and 1921

in South America, in connection with older material already

available, has shown several forms not currently recognized by

ornithologists; further two species of tapaculos, usually associ-

ated in one genus are found to differ so strikingly as to merit

their separation in distinct generic groups. Descriptions of a

new genus for one of these, and of subspecies of the other birds

in question follow.

Teledromas, gen. nov.

Characters. —Similar to Rhinocrypta Gray' but head not crested; bill

relatively stronger and heavier; under tail-coverts equal to less than half

the length of tail; hind toe with claw longer than second toe with claw.

Type.
—Rhinocrypta fusca Sclater and Salvin,^ which will now stand as

Teledromas fuscus (Sclater and Salvin).

Remarks. —As the genus Rhinomya established in 1832 by Isidore

Geoflfroy and d'Orbigny for the species that they described^ as Rhinomya

lanceolata was antedated by Rhinomya Robineau-Desvoidy,* a genus of

Diptera published in 1830, Gray in 1841 (1. c.) replaced it by Rhinocrypta,

with Rhinomya lanceolata as the type and only species then known. Later

Gistel^ noted this same duplication of names, and, apparently unaware

of Gray's action, proposed Rhinornis for Rhinomya of Isidore Geoffroy and

d'Orbigny. All of these names refer to Rhinocrypta lanceolata and so far

as we are aware no other generic names have been suggested in connection

with the two birds under discussion.

Though the two species that have been included in the genus Rhino-

iList Gen. Birds, 1841, p. 25.

2Nom. Av. Neotr., 1873, p. 161 (Mendoza).

3Mag. Zool., 1832, cl. II. pi. 3.

4J. B. Robineau-Desvoidy, Essai sur les Myodaires, 1830, p. 123.

6Naturg. Thierreichs fiir Hoh. Schul., 1848, p. x.

8—Proc. Biol. Soc. Wash., Vol. 35, 1922. (41)
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crypta are related, and have similar habits and habitat, they differ so tren-

chantly in structural characters that their separation is well warranted.

Dendrocygna bicolor helva, subsp. nov.

Characters. —Similar to Dendrocygna bicolor bicolor (Vieillot) but lighter

and brighter in color on under surface; crown paler; bill smaller, narrower,

greatest width not more than 19.8 mm.

Description.
—Type, U. S. National Museum, Cat. No. 135588, adult

male, from Unlucky Lake, San Diego County, California, collected April

30, 1894, by Dr. E. A. Mearns. Top of head between russet and mars

brown, with a slight wash of dark mouse gray on posterior portion; sides

of head and of upper neck tawny-olive, each feather margined with buffy

brown, producing an appearance of faint streaks, the basic color merging

above with color of crown; hind-neck with a broad streak of black, bordered

by tawny-olive; sides of neck and foreneck lighter than pale olive-buff, the

feathers on the middle of foreneck and sides of neck dusky neutral gray

basally and laterally, producing an appearance of fine, dark, poorly defined

lines, arranged as a half collar; base of hind neck and upper back verona

brown, tipped with cinnamon-buff, feathers of upper back indistinctly

darker in a line marking prolongation of black neck stripe; back and wings

in general dull black, feathers of back and scapulars tipped broadly with

verona brown, changing distally to cinnamon-buflf
;

lesser and middle wing-

coverts, save on outer portion russet, outer coverts of these two series

black, tipped slightly with russet; greater wing-coverts, primaries, secon-

daries, lower back and center of rump black; sides of rump, and lateral

upper tail-coverts, light buff; central upper tail-coverts nearly white;

rectrices dull black; throat, chin and upper foreneck dull white, washed

more or less with cinnamon-buff; lower foreneck and upper breast clay

color becoming sayal brown on lower breast, sides and abdomen, the

feathers tipped indistinctly with cinnamon-buff; under tail-coverts dull

white, washed laterally with pinkish buff; an indistinct white line through

center of abdomen; feathers of tibiae streaked with ivory yellow; under

wing-coverts and axillars blackish mouse gray; feathers of sides and flanks

long, streaked broadly with dull ivory yellow, the light streaks bordered

indistinctly with olivaceous-black. Bill, tarsus and toes dull black (from

dried skin) .

Measurements (in millimeters, of type).
—Wing 207.0, tail 48.3, culmen

44.5, tarsus 48.8, width of bill at widest point 18.1.

Range. —Central California, western Nevada, southern Arizona and

central Texas south into Mexico. (Mexican specimens seen from mouth

of Colorado River, Lower California; San Blasito, Tepic; La Barca, Jalisco;

Lerma and Ixtacalco, Mexico; and Huindo, Michoacan.)

Remarks. —The type locality of Anas bicolor Vieillot' is given as Para-

guay, so that the typical subspecies of the fulvous tree-duck is of South

American range. In the present studies we have had available six speci-

mens from northern Buenos Aires, Argentina that have been assumed to

iNouv. Diet. d'Hist. Nat., Vol. V, 1816, p. 136.
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represent the bird of southern South America. A considerable series of

birds from the southwestern United States and Mexico have afforded

abundant material for comparison.

An occasional specimen of D. b. helva approaches typical hicolor in dark

dull coloration, but all of the North American birds are readily distinguished

by the narrower, more slender bill. The greatest breadth of the bill in

hicolor ranges from 20.2 to 22.1 millimeters, in helva (37 specimens) from

17.6 to 19.8 millimeters. Both sexes agree more or less in size of biU.

Other measurements of birds from the two continents offer nothing of

diagnostic value.

Colaptes pitius cachinnans, subsp. nov.

Description.
—Type, Museum of Comparative Zoology, Cat. No. 85293,

adult female, from Bariloche, Gobernaci6n de Rio Negro, Argentina, alti-

tude 2500 ft., collected February 17, 1921, by James L. Peters (orig. No.

4054). (Specimen starting postnuptial moult.) Top of head between

plumbeous and light violet gray, the shafts of feathers dusky; lores, super-

ciliary stripe, cheeks and auriculars pale ochraceous buff; upper back

between hair brown and chaetura drab, each feather narrowly edged with

whitish; interscapulars and lower back the same, but each feather with a

whitish band about 2 mm. broad placed about 6 mm. from the distal

end (a few fresh feathers are blackish, near chaetura drab, with bars deep

olive buff') ;
concealed feather bases pallid neutral gray, shafts golden-yel-

low; rump white; central upper tail-coverts sulphur yellow, their shafts

golden yellow; lateral upper tail-coverts blackish, barred with white;

primaries between olive brown and clove brown (old feathers), or blackish

(new feathers) ;
first (innermost) to eighth inclusive marked on the outer

web with whitish or deep olive buff (narrowly tipped with whitish in the

new plumage); all primaries except 10th, which is plain throughout,

blotched basally with deep olive buff, shafts golden-yellow; secondaries

incompletely barred on both webs with deep olive buff to whitish, shafts

golden-yellow; primary coverts colored like primaries with a few faint spots

on the outer webs; other series more or less completely barred across with

one or more bands of deep olive-buff; shafts golden-yellow; axillars and

under wing coverts cream color; tail above and below blackish, outer pair of

rectrices (minute) irregularly marked on both webs with deep olive-buff;

second pair irregularly marked with the same on outer web only; remaining

rectrices plain except middle pair which are incompletely barred on the

inner web with whitish; shafts black becoming paler basally; under tail-

coverts blackish barred with white and faintly washed with sulphur yellow;

throat, malar region, and intra-ramal space light buff; sides of neck banded

with black; lower throat with sub-cordate spots of blackish; upper breast

whitish, each feather with a broad terminal to subterminal blackish band
;

lower breast sulphur yellow, each feather banded terminally and centrally

with blackish; abdomen and sides sulphur yellow with a few spots and

bands of blackish; tibiae whitish, narrowly banded with black. Legs and

feet lead; bill dusky; iris yellow (collector's note on label).
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Measurements (in millimeters).
—Males (3 specimens), wing 150.5-

157.5 (152.8), tail 113.5-120 (115.8), exposed culmen 33-37 (35.4), tarsus

29.0-29.5 (29.3).

Females (6 specimens). Wing 147-163.5 (157.7), tail 114.3-125.5

(119.3), exposed culmen 36^0 (37.7), tarsus 28.2-30 (29.1).

Type, adult female, wing 152.5, tail 125.5, exposed culmen 37, tarsus 29.

Range.
—Specimens seen from Bariloche, Rio Negro; Rio Chico and

Maiten, Chubut, Argentina.

Reynarks. —This form of the Chilian flicker apparently ranges through

the wooded eastern slopes of the Andes in Argentina from the vicinity of

Lake Nahuel Huapi southward at least through the territory of Chubut.

Specimens taken west of the Andes are not available from south of Con-

cepci6n, Chile, so that the subspecific identity of the flickers of south Chile

is uncertain. The difference in length of bill between these two forms of

pituis is easily seen from the following measurements (in millimeters) of

the bill in typical C. p. pitius (specimens from Concon, Santiago and

Concepci6n): males (5 specimens) 40.5-44.4 (41.9); females (2 specimens)

39.5-41.5 (40.5).

The characters used^ in segregating Pituipicus Bonaparte,^ type Picus

chilensis Lesson (equivalent to P. pitius Molina), seem insufficient to war-

rant the maintenance of a monotypic genus for the present species, especi-

ally with the recognition of the short-billed southern and eastern race

cachinnans. Wehave therefore included pitius (together with the flickers

often separated under the generic division Soroplex) in the genus Colaptes.

Brachyspiza capensis choraules, subsp. nov.

Characters. —Similar to Brachyspiza capensis chilensis (Meyen) but paler;

superciliary stripe whiter especially posterior to the eye; sides and flanks

lighter, more buffy; rufescent edgings of wing feathers paler.

Description.
—Type, U. S. National Museum, Cat. No. 284125, adult

male in somewhat worn plumage, from General Roca, Gobernaci6n de Rio

Negro, Argentina, collected November 30, 1920, by Alex. Wetmore (orig.

No. 5484). Crown dull neutral gray, with a rather narrow black line on

either side extending from base of no.stril to nape ; lores, a faint line on fore-

head at base of culmen, and superciliary stripe whitish, with a slight

admixture of pallid neutral gray; feathers on lower eyelid dull white, those

immediately anterior to eye a mixture of dull white and dull black; line

from eye to nape, somewhat broadened posteriorly, black
;

auricular region

light mouse gray, with a white spot behind it; a poorly defined subauricular

streak, blackish; hindneck tawny, this color extended in a half collar

around on sides of neck; lower hindneck and upper back drab; rest of back

slightly duller than drab, each feather streaked with fuscous-black; rump
and upper tail-coverts slightly paler than hair brown; primaries and secon-

daries darker than fuscous, the outer primaries margined with whitish, the

inner ones and the secondaries with pinkish buff, changing to bister toward

iSee Ridgway, Birds North and Middle America, Bull. 50, U. S. Nat. Mus. Vol. VI,

1914, p. 7.

2Ateneo Italiano, Vol. II, 1854, p. 126.
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the coverts; greater wing-coverts fuscous-black, margined externally with

drab, this color shading distally to dull pinkish buff, the outer web at tip

white, forming a wing band; median wing-coverts fuscous-black, tipped

with white, forming a second wing band; lesser wing-coverts dull drab;

rectrices dull fuscous, the outer ones margined lightly on outer web with

tilleul buff; throat and foreneck white; a spot on either side of foreneck (at

end of rufescent half collar) black; upper breast and sides paler than drab-

gray with a slight buffy wash; lower breast and abdomen white, the

abdomen with a wash of buff; under tail-coverts white; flanks paler than

light drab; under wing-coverts dull whitish, mixed slightly with fuscous

over metacarpal; bend of wing white. Bill darker than fuscous, nearly

black at base; tarsus between natal brown and bone brown; feet blackish.

(From dried skin.)

Measurements (in millimeters).
—

Males, 2 specimens, 77.2-78.2' (77.7),

tail 59.2-6O.51 (59.8), culmen 12.0'-12.2 (12.1), tarsus 21.3'-22.5 (21.9).

Females, 5 specimens, wing 73.3-79.8 (76.1), tail 58.2-67.5 (62.1), culmen

11.2-11.7 (11.2), tarsus 21.0-21.5 (21.3).

Range.
—Northern Rio Negro (General Roca, breeding), and southern

Pampa (Rio Colorado, August) north to the plains of north central Men-
doza (Tunuydn, March; Mendoza, March and June).

Remarks. —Though direct comparison of this form has been made with

Brachyspiza c. chilensis, a subspecies that it resembles closely, this resem-

blance would seem to be more or less superficial since the bird here described

is intermediate between Brachyspiza c. argentina of the eastern pampas
and B. c. canicapilla of Patagonia. To the westward it intergrades with

chilensis as specimens from Tunuydn and Mendoza are not typical. As

in most other forms from this region the exact range of B. c. choraules

remains to be established.

Saltator aurantiirostris nasica,^ subsp. nov.

Characters. —Similar to Saltator aurantiirostris aurantiirostris Vieillot,

but bill longer, larger and heavier.

Description.
—Type, Museum of Comparative Zoology, Cat. No. 85819,

adult female, from PotrerUlos (El Sal to, altitude 6,000 feet), Province of

Mendoza, Argentina, collected March 19, 1921, by James L. Peters (orig.

No. 4127). Specimen in worn breeding plumage. Entire upperparts.

including wing coverts and tail-coverts between deep grayish olive and dark

grayish olive; lores, orbital ring, auricular region and sides of throat dull

blackish; a superciliary stripe of light buff terminates in a patch of the same
color on the side of the neck; throat light buff to light ochraceous buff,

enclosed by a narrow blackish collar; breast light grayish olive shading into

warm buff on the abdomen; flanks and under tail-coverts brighter, the

latter paler, the former more or less washed with gray; wings between hair

brown and chaetura drab
;

tail blackish brown becoming paler towards the

tip.

iType specimen.
2The Latin word nasica, ae is of common gender.
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Measurements (in millimeters).
—Males (2 specimens), wing 94.5-96.0,

tail 87.0-91.5, culmen 19.0-21.0, depth of bill from posterior end of gonys
to highest point of culmen 13.5-14.5, tarsus 27.8-28.5.

Females (2 specimens), wing 91.5-93.5', tail 82.4-89', culmen 19.3-20'.

depth of bill from posterior end of gonys to highest point of culmen 13.5-

14', tarsus 26.7^.

Range.
—Province of Mendoza (Alto Verde, Potrerillos, and Mendoza),

and western Gobernaci6n de Pampa (Victorica).

Remarks. —This form, characterized by large heavy bill, may be expected
to range through the semi-arid regions of San Luis and San Juan in addition

to the geographic distribution indicated by specimens at hand. In sepa-

rating it we have had available skins of the smaller billed, somewhat

brighter colored, eastern form from Paraguay (type locality) and Tucumdn,

Formosa, Chaco, Corrientes and Entre Rios, Argentina. In males of S. a.

aurantiirostris as here restricted the culmen measures from 17.4 mm. to

18.4 mm. (average 17.8 mm.) and the depth of bill, measured from the

posterior end of the gonys to the highest point of the culmen 11.2 mm.
to 11.9 mm. (average 11.6 mm.). A female (from Las Palmas, Chaco)
measures as follows: wing 90.0 mm., tail 85.6 mm., culmen 17.5 mm.,

depth of bill (taken as described above) 11.6 mm., tarsus 26.5 mm. The
bill in three other female birds (from Entre Rios, and Tapia, Tucumdn)
has the following dimensions: culmen 17-18 mm., depth (taken as in others)

11.7-12.7 mm.

1 Measurement of type specimen.
20ne specimen.


